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Two Mergansers on Their Way by Joe Eichers 

was our first place winner! 

December Photo Challenge: Two’s Company 

See inside for more Photo Challenge entries! 
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… 

 

Room for More! 

 

Urban Ecology Center Photo Club 

Board of Directors • Officers 

Committee Chairs • Representatives 
 

President: Ryan Kane 

Vice-President: Ted Tousman 

Treasurer: Diane Rychlinski 

Program: Phyllis Bankier 

Program: Kathy Smith 

Newsletter: Gary Peel 

Exhibitions: Diane Rychlinski 

Technical: Ian Dickmann 

Website: Phyllis Bankier 

Hospitality: Charlie Trimberger 

Night Riders: Steve Jarvis 

Night Riders: Peter Chow 

PSA Representative: Diana Duffey 

WACCO Representative: Steve Jarvis 

WACCO Representative: Phyllis Bankier 

Multiple Exposures, the official newsletter of 

the Urban Ecology Center Photo Club, is 

published twelve times a year, and is included 

in the club membership dues. 

The Urban Ecology Center Photo Club is a 

member club of the Wisconsin Association of 

Camera Clubs (WACCO) and the Photographic 

Society of America (PSA). 

Please Join Us! 

Our next meeting is Thursday 

January 7th, 6:30PM to 9:00PM, in 

the Community Room of the Urban 

Ecology Center, at 1500 East Park 

Place in Milwaukee. 

http://UECPC.org 

UECPC Marketing and Use Policy: For marketing and advertising (exhibit brochures, media copy, 

etc.), the UECPC Club Policy is that permission must be obtained from the photographer and credit 

given to the photographer prior to use of image(s). In addition, taking images from the website 

without the photographer’s permission is not allowed. All images are copyright protected. 

http://wicameraclubs.org/
http://psa-photo.org/
http://uecpc.org/
http://tinyurl.com/kuahuc3
http://uecpc.org/
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Phyllis Bankier 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
  

  

Image by 

Phyllis 

Bankier 

was our 

second place 

winner. 

Image by 

Ted 

Tousman 

was our third 

place winner. 
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2's Company 

by Susan Allen. 

Are We There Yet?  

by Audrey 

Waitkus. 
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Always with You  

by Ann 

Matousek. 

Camel Pals 

by Steve 

Morse. 
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Togetherness by 

Kathy Smith. 

Hug a Tree Today! 

by John Gray. 
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Dog Days 

by David 

Woodard. 

Together 

by Ian 

Dickmann. 
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Two's 

Company in 

Covid Time 

by Jack 

Kleinman. 

 

Two Cuties 

by Charlie 

Trimberger. 
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5 Quick Tips for Taking Your Own Family Photos 

by Rachel Harding 

See the full article at https://simpleasthatblog.com/5-quick-tips-taking-family-photos/ 

As a professional photographer I’ve taken thousands of photos for families through the 

years. Whether it’s for Christmas cards or to simply record the growth of your family over 

the course of the year – family photos are so important to a lot of people. While having 

family photos taken is a priority, it’s not always possible to invest the time and money in 

a professional photo session each year. Today I wanted to share some quick tips to help 

you photograph your own family – it’s easier than you think! 

My husband is a student and family photos just wasn’t looking like a possibility this year 

as far as time or budget, so I decided to take matters into my own hands. I shopped 

through our closets for clothing that we already had that coordinated and on one of the 

kids days off school we carved out a couple of hours for me to snap our own family 

photos. 

1. Plan ahead. Having a plan laid out ahead of time is key. Know where you’ll be going – 

choose a location that isn’t too far away and provides a beautiful backdrop. Plan a time 

where you won’t be rushed, when everyone is fed and well rested. Have a plan as far as 

photos you’d like to take and poses you’d like to capture so you can be quick and efficient. 

Being realistic in your planning and let your family in on your expectations will do a lot 

to ensure the success of your family photos. For our family photos this year, I planned to 

shoot for 30 minutes, I let my kids (and my husband) know this and letting them in on 

this timeframe really helped . 

2. Use the right tools. To take your own family photos you’re going to need to use a tripod 

and your camera’s self timer and/or a camera remote. If you’re planning to take your 

photos with a point and shoot camera or your phone, a Gorilla Pod flexible Tripod is 

helpful. You can mount it on anything really and snap a quick photo of your family. Many 

phone apps have a self timer option that you can use to get in the shot – I use Camera+. 

You’re also going to have to get familiar with using your camera’s self timer in order to 

get in the shot. 

Tricks for shooting with the self timer: 

Pose your family being sure to leave space for yourself to jump in. 

Take a test shot before getting in the shot to make sure your settings are correct, make 

any necessary adjustments. 

It’s very important to set your camera’s focus before getting into the shot. Choose an 

individual in your group to focus on. To lock your focus, press your shutter button 

https://simpleasthatblog.com/5-quick-tips-taking-family-photos/
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halfway until you hear it beep. That sound signals that the camera has locked focus. 

Without releasing, press the button all the way down. Doing so will activate the self timer. 

Get into your position in the photo frame and wait until the shutter snaps. 

3. Strike a pose. When it comes to posing your family look for visual triangles. Have 

people’s heads at different levels. Bring along a chair or utilize something in your 

environment to accommodate posing: like a set of stairs or a fence. Notice the visual 

triangles at work in the image above. They draw the eye around the photograph and 

create a pleasing composition. 

With group photography posing is important and so are your settings, especially your 

aperture. Aperture settings are what will determine how much of your photo is in focus. 

With a group, you want to set your camera to small f-stop (larger number) so more of 

your group will be in focus. When you shoot in AV mode or aperture priority mode you 

can change the aperture setting and your camera will determine the rest of the settings 

for you in order to get a properly exposed image. 

4. Keep it Simple. Taking the photos and being in them is a lot of work, so keep things 

simple. Choose a limited number of poses you’d like to capture and keep yourself to a 

specific timeframe. This helps family members cooperate when they know they have a 

set amount of time to do photos. Make the most of your time by knowing what images 

you hope to capture ahead of time and take advantage of the opportunity to snap a few 

shots of just the kids or just Mom and Dad while everyone is dressed up. 

Keep your photo background simple as well, you don’t want the backdrop upstage the 

subjects. Things like a neutral colored wall, a wooded area. Placing your subject – in this 

case your family – a few feet in front of your backdrop will help with blurring the 

background and will naturally make your family stand out. 

5. Make it fun. Make your next family photo session less about getting the perfect shot 

and more about the moment, each other and the thought of what memories will be 

triggered by these photos years down the road. This will take a little bit of the pressure 

off and help everyone to relax and just enjoy the time together as a family. The perfect 

family photo may not necessarily be the one you envision. Open your mind, relax, have 

fun with it & the photos will reflect a lovely memory of time spent together. If you are 

relaxed, your children will be too. 

We did our little family photo session in a beautiful spot here in Arizona called Coon’s 

Bluff. We brought a change of shoes for everyone and let the kids know that after photos 

were done we’d have some fun exploring the area. We had a lot of fun enjoying nature 

and made the whole family photo experience a memorable one. 


