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Granddaughter by Joe Eichers was our first place winner! 

September Photo Challenge: Makes Me Smile 

See inside for more Photo Challenge entries! 
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Urban Ecology Center Photo Club 

Board of Directors • Officers 

Committee Chairs • Representatives 
 

President: Ryan Kane 

Vice-President: Ted Tousman 

Secretary: Peter Chow 

Treasurer: Diane Rychlinski 

Program: Phyllis Bankier 

Program: Kathy Smith 

Newsletter: Gary Peel 

Exhibitions: Diane Rychlinski 

Technical: Ian Dickmann 

Website: Phyllis Bankier 

Hospitality: Charlie Trimberger 

Night Riders: Steve Jarvis 

Night Riders: Peter Chow 

PSA Representative: Diana Duffey 

WACCO Representative: Steve Jarvis 

WACCO Representative: Phyllis Bankier 

Multiple Exposures, the official newsletter of 

the Urban Ecology Center Photo Club, is 

published twelve times a year, and is included 

in the club membership dues. 

The Urban Ecology Center Photo Club is a 

member club of the Wisconsin Association of 

Camera Clubs (WACCO) and the Photographic 

Society of America (PSA). 

Please Join Us! 

Our next meeting is Thursday 

September 1st, 6:30PM to 9:00PM, 

in the Community Room of the Urban 

Ecology Center, at 1500 East Park 

Place in Milwaukee. 

http://UECPC.org 

UECPC Marketing and Use Policy: For marketing and advertising (exhibit brochures, media copy, 

etc.), the UECPC Club Policy is that permission must be obtained from the photographer and credit 

given to the photographer prior to use of image(s). In addition, taking images from the website 

without the photographer’s permission is not allowed. All images are copyright protected. 

http://wicameraclubs.org/
http://psa-photo.org/
http://uecpc.org/
http://tinyurl.com/kuahuc3
http://uecpc.org/
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Summer Popsicles 

by John Harvie 

was our second 

place winner. 
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A Little Kid Confronting a Cream Puff  

by Jack Kleinman 

was one of our third place winners. 
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Photo Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

An Unexpected Surprise 

by Steven Bauer 

was one of our third place winners. 
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Hungry 

by 

Kathy 

Smith. 

 

Brr-r-r-r 

by Audrey 

Waitkus. 
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Chicken Smile by 

Phil Waitkus. 

Living Candlelight 

by Ann Matousek. 
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Moonrise in August 

by Diane 

Rychlinski. 

 

Dinner Time 

by Charlie 

Trimberger. 
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Family by 

Phyllis 

Bankier. 

 

It Must Be 

a Sign by 

John Gray. 
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Fiserv 

Tour 

Elevator 

 by Peter 

Chow. 

 

External 

Smile by Ted 

Tousman. 
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When You're 

Smiling by 

Susan Allen. 

 

The Eggplant 

by Carole 

Kincaid. 
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Salt Shakers 

by Steve 

Morse. 

 

Raised 

by Terri 

Hart-

Ellis. 
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How to Get Inspired as a Photographer 
by Gabrielle Colton 

See the expanded article with images: https://fstoppers.com/diy/how-get-inspired-photographer-214855 

 

Being an artist isn't easy, especially when the world is against our way of life and creation. 

The artist life is discouraging for sure, and every once in a while I still have days where I 

just want to lay in bed. I have learned that you can't let yourself have many of these days 

if you want to be great, there's always someone else who's pushing through it. Whether 

you're a professional or just a hobbyist, being uninspired sucks. Luckily there are so 

many things you can do to beat the gloom and keep on creating. 

In the first couple years that I started taking my photography seriously, I had unlimited 

energy to work. I was shooting every day, editing all night, and pushing my social media 

every minute in between. After a few years of working my way into the industry, I began 

to realize how hard it was, how much dedication it truly took to succeed in photography. 

I felt discouraged here and there, but I learned how to remedy these feelings by staying 

inspired to work and create every single day. Here are some things I do to keep me from 

giving up or slowing down. 

Just Shoot Something: One of my favorite things about photography is that every photo 

is different, each time you pick up the camera it's a completely new experience than the 

last. When I'm feeling unmotivated, the first feeling I have is the desire to shoot 

something, so I make it happen. This is where creative friends are very helpful to me. If 

I don't want to plan something serious I'll get together with a friend or family member 

and take photos of them. Sometimes I will even walk around close to home and take 

some landscape or street photos. When I don't know what to do creatively I also like to 

photograph random people on the street, this reminds me not to obsess over perfection 

in the planning of my work. If you absolutely can't bear the thought of being around other 

humans, take a self-portrait.  

Learn New Techniques: When you feel like you've hit a creative wall, break through it by 

learning something new. Whether it's shooting something different than usual or trying 

a different editing technique it will make you want to create new work to use these new 

skills in. Try using a new color pallet, background, light set up or even a different camera. 

You can even learn something outside of the photography world. When I'm feeling 

uninspired I pick up a canvas and paint every once in a while. Creating something that 

isn't related to photography at all helps me clear my head, and reminds me why I'm a 

photographer and not a painter. I also like to create wardrobe or other photography 

props when I need a break from the camera. Creating items for photos is a great way to 

https://fstoppers.com/diy/how-get-inspired-photographer-214855
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find inspiration because you can actually use what you make in an image.We can all use 

a break from technology, even as photographers it's such a relief to change it up and 

create something in another artistic medium.  

Browsing Other Artists' Work: When I'm in need of inspiration I will scroll through 

Pinterest, Fstoppers, or Tumblr. I save images to an inspiration folder in my phone that 

I like and want to pull ideas from in future shoots. Doing this always gets me excited 

about creating and planning. Browsing other photographers work also makes me realize 

how much work I have to do to reach my own full potential and fills me with the desire 

to make something new. A few months ago I opened Pinterest to find some inspiration 

and saw a portrait with beautiful wallpaper in the background, I went to a thrift store 

and picked up a bunch of $1 rolls of wallpaper. This one idea from the web alone turned 

into 5 or so shots where I designed sets with wallpaper and other props.  

I don't recommend doing this for too long or too often because it does have the potential 

to discourage you or influence your work too heavily on others. Look at other peoples 

work in moderation so that you can still find your own unique style of shooting. To make 

sure you don't get overwhelmed with all of your inspiration images, pinpoint one or two 

elements of the images that you want to see in your own work. This way you can narrow 

down what you're inspired by and make it your own, rather than attempting to recreate 

a whole image, that never ends well. 

Get Up and Get Out of Your House: One of the most important steps to feeling better 

and regaining your creative flow is getting up, getting off your phone and going outside. 

You can go for an adventure, or you don't have to go far at all, you don't have to spend 

any money, you don't even have to get in the car if you don't want to. I can rarely get 

inspired by my house unless I'm doing crafts, getting out is essential. To refresh it always 

helps to take my poodle for a walk or even just sit outside for a while and observe 

everything around me. I highly dislike the mall and other stores, but walking by the 

beauty and fashion ads in stores gives me hope somehow.  

Remembering All the People Who Want to See You Fail: Seriously, it helps. Don't think 

about them too long though, because they likely don't deserve much of your attention. 

As artists, we aren't seen as very "normal," this usually means judgment and disbelief in 

our craft, especially as a career. These judgments used to bug me, I wanted everyone to 

see that I was doing the right things with my life. My reassurance didn't work and to this 

day there are still people close to me who don't believe in my art. But I turned their words 

into positive motivation to work harder, it sometimes motivates me even more than any 

amount of appraisal because it feels so good to prove the world wrong. When 

discouragement does get to you, luckily there are thousands of other artists feeling the 

exact same discouragement whom we can turn to for motivation. 


