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Morning Cup by Scott Norris 

Our first-place winner in the July Photo Challenge: Minimalist 

See inside for more Photo Challenge entries! 
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Room for More! 

 

Urban Ecology Center Photo Club 

Board of Directors • Officers 

Committee Chairs • Representatives 

 

President: Ryan Kane 

Vice-President: Ted Tousman 

Treasurer: Diane Rychlinski 

Program: Phyllis Bankier 

Program: Kathy Smith 

Newsletter: Gary Peel 

Exhibitions: Diane Rychlinski 

Technical: Ian Dickmann 

Website: Phyllis Bankier 

Hospitality: Charlie Trimberger 

Night Riders: Steve Jarvis 

Night Riders: Peter Chow 

PSA Representative: Diana Duffey 

WACCO Representative: Steve Jarvis 

WACCO Representative: Phyllis Bankier 

Multiple Exposures, the official newsletter of 

the Urban Ecology Center Photo Club, is 

published twelve times a year, and is included 

in the club membership dues. 

The Urban Ecology Center Photo Club is a 

member club of the Wisconsin Association of 

Camera Clubs (WACCO) and the Photographic 

Society of America (PSA). 

Please Join Us! 

Our next meeting is 

Thursday August 4th, 

6:30PM to 9:00PM, 

Urban Ecology Center 

1500 East Park Place, Milwaukee 

http://UECPC.org 

UECPC Marketing and Use Policy: For marketing and advertising (exhibit brochures, media copy, 

etc.), the UECPC Club Policy is that permission must be obtained from the photographer and credit 

given to the photographer prior to use of image(s). In addition, taking images from the website 

without the photographer’s permission is not allowed. All images are copyright protected. 

http://wicameraclubs.org/
http://psa-photo.org/
http://uecpc.org/
http://tinyurl.com/kuahuc3
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White Sands by Jack Kleinman 

was our second-place winner. 
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Blue and Pink by Kristine Hinrichs 

was our third-place winner. 
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Flower on Blue  

by Marci Konopa. 
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Masts 

by Steve Morse. 
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Oak Leaf 

by Carole Kincaid. 
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White Feather  

by Diane Rychlinski. 
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Yellow Warbler on the Wing  

by Joe Eichers. 
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The 12 Elements of a Merit Image 

by Karen McCall, Professional Photographers of America (PPA) 

See the full article at https://www.ppa.com/events/photo-competitions/the-12-elements-of-a-merit-image 

What does it take to get your photograph into the prestigious Imaging Excellence 

Collection? Images in PPA’s International Photographic Competition are judged on 12 

criteria. Master these and you win not only PPA merits but a spot in the Imaging 

Excellence Collection exhibit. 

1. Impact.  Viewing an image for the first time always evokes some kind of feeling. 

Sometimes they can make us sad, happy or angry. Sometimes they force us to look 

inward at ourselves. That’s called an impact, and the more powerful the image, the more 

powerful the emotional response of the viewer. 

2. Technical Excellence.  This is the print quality of the actual image itself as it’s 

presented for viewing. There are a lot of aspects that speak to the qualities of the physical 

print. These can include:  Retouching, Manipulation, Sharpness, Exposure, Printing, 

Mounting, Color Correction 

3. Creativity.  Your point of view is exactly that– yours. And it’s unlike anyone else’s. This 

element speaks directly to that perspective. It shows your imagination and how you used 

the medium to convey an idea, a message or a thought to the viewer. This is how you 

differentiate yourself from others. 

4. Style.  There are many, many ways to apply this element to your work. Maybe you use 

light in a specific way on a subject, or maybe you make a technical decision for the 

express purpose of underscoring desired impact. When subject matter and style come 

together in an appropriate manner, the effects on an image can be spectacular. But 

remember, when subject matter and style don’t work together, the results can be, well, 

less-than-spectacular. 

5. Composition.  When all the visual elements of an image come together to express 

intent, that’s when the magic of composition happens. Good composition captures a 

viewer’s attention and directs it where you, the artist, want it to be. Depending on your 

intent, you can make something that pleases the viewer– or disturbs them. 

https://www.ppa.com/events/photo-competitions/the-12-elements-of-a-merit-image
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6. Presentation.  How you showcase an image is just as important as how you compose 

it. Everything in the presentation should work to enhance your image and not distract 

from it. Keep this in mind when choosing mats, borders and everything in between.    

7. Color Balance.  Proper color balance can bring a sense of harmony to an image. When 

the tones all work together to support an image, the emotional appeal is that much 

greater. But color balance doesn’t have to be used to bring harmony to an image. You can 

use color balance to evoke any number of feelings from a viewer. The choice in how to 

take advantage is entirely up to you, but no matter what, be sure your choice enhances 

rather than distracts.  

8. Center of Interest.  This is where an image’s creator wants a viewer’s attention focused. 

Sometimes there can be a primary and a secondary center of interest. Sometimes 

everything in an image will work together to create that center of interest. 

9. Lighting.  The use and control of light has an effect on every aspect of an image. It 

informs dimensions and shape, it sets tone and mood, and, like every other technique, 

proper lighting can be used to enhance your image while improper lighting can detract 

from it. 

10. Subject Matter.  Even though it lacks words, your image is still telling a story, and 

your subject matter is central to that. So make sure that your subject matter is right for 

the story that you’re trying to tell. 

11. Technique.  How you choose to execute your image is key. It’s also a holistic decision. 

Technique informs everything in the creation of your image. From lighting and posing 

to printing and presentation, it all works to show off the techniques that you’ve mastered 

and applied to your craft. 

12. Story Telling.  What does your image evoke in a viewer’s imagination? What do you 

want your image to evoke in a viewer’s imagination? Keep in mind: You are creating art. 

And while the act of creating is a personal thing, so too is the act of viewing. Your image 

is a story, and the one it tells your viewer may be one you never knew you were telling. 


